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2019-2020 Language Arts Pacing Guide: Grade 9 

Big Idea(s) and Topic(s) Student-Friendly Learning Targets 
***The pacing included in this document is flexible, and should be 
adjusted as needed to meet the individual needs of your students, as well 
as to allow for sufficient time for assessment and re-teaching as needed. 

Vocabulary and Grammar instruction should be ongoing, 
focusing on the following standards:   

LANGUAGE STANDARDS  

Conventions of Standard English 

L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use parallel structure.

b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial,

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative,

adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or

presentations.

L.9-10.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely

related independent clauses.

b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.

c. Spell correctly.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

L.9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or

phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 

of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or

phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different

meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate,

advocacy).

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a

L.9-10.1
a) I can define and identify parallel structure.
b) I can use various phrases and clauses to add variety, interest, and to convey specific
meanings in my writing.

L.9-10.2
a) I can apply the rules for semicolon use to link two or more independent clauses.
b) I can apply colons correctly when introducing a list and/or quotations.
c) I can correctly apply capitalization, punctuation and spelling rules when writing.

L.9-10.4.
a) I can apply context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase.
b) I can recognize patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech.
(e.g., analyze, analysis)
c) I can consult general and specialized reference materials (print and digital) to find: word
pronunciation, meaning, part of speech, etymology.
d) I can verify my guess of the meaning of a word or phrase by checking the meaning in context
or by using a dictionary.
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word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its 

etymology. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.9-10.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and

phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

Writing to Learn and Writing to Demonstrate Learning should be ongoing, 

focusing on the following standards: 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

Range of Writing

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two)
for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Key Ideas and Details 

 writing journals

 response journals

 entry/exit slips

 personal reflections

 open-response or constructed response

 on-demand prompts

 writing from models

TRIMESTER 1 

UNIT 1: 

INFORMATIONAL READING:  EXPOSITORY 
TRIMESTER:  3 WEEKS     SEMESTER:  4.5 WEEKS 

Key Ideas and Details 

 Author’s Purpose

 Effective Leads

L.9-10.6 I can analyze slight differences of words with similar dictionary definitions to
understand words in context.

W.9-10.9.I can make judgments/conclusions based upon information read in a text.

W.9-10.10I can develop a writing piece according to the appropriate task and audience.

RI.9-10.2. I can interpret how the text supports key ideas or themes with specific details. 

RI.9-10.3. I can analyze how characters develop through their interactions with others. 

RI.9-10.4. I can identify words that impact meaning and tone. 

Rectangular Numbers, Triangle Patterns 
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 Main Idea

 Key Ideas

 Making and Checking Predictions

 Drawing Conclusions

 Making Generalizations

 Making Inferences

 Paraphrasing

 Details as Support or Explanation

 Words with Multiple Meanings

 Specialized Vocabulary

 Jargon

 Organizational Cues and Patterns

 Text Features

INFORMATIONAL WRITING:  ON-DEMAND (EDITORIAL) 

Key Ideas and Details 

 3.5 Essay

 Thesis Statement

 Topic Sentence

 Supporting Details

 Transitional Features

 Organizational Patterns

 Idea Development

 Audience

 Purpose

 Format

 Voice

 Tone

RI.9-10.5. I can identify the order of events (how things unfold) within my text that creates a 
specific effect such as tension or surprise. 

RI.9-10.10. I can read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at the 
high end of grade 9 text complexity. 

W.9-10.2 (a, c, e, f)
a) I can determine appropriate formatting, graphics, multimedia to aid comprehension in my
writing.
c) I can write informative/explanatory text which introduces a topic and organizes complex
ideas, concepts and information to make important connections and distinctions.
e) I can establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms
and conventions of my specific writing.
f) I can provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented.

W.9-10.4. I can clearly organize my ideas/thesis/support within a piece of writing.

W.9-10.5. I can recognize how to make changes to (revise) my writing in order to develop and
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UNIT 2: 
INFORMATIONAL READING:  PERSUASIVE 
TRIMESTER:  3 WEEKS     SEMESTER:  4.5 WEEKS 

Key Ideas and Details 

 Fact vs. Opinion

 Loaded Words

 Effective Leads

 Persuasive Techniques

 Logical/Ethical/Emotional  Appeal

 Expert Opinion

 Repetition

 Rhetorical Questions

 Propaganda Techniques

 Bandwagon

 Testimonial

 Author’s Argument

 Supporting Details/Reasons

 Call To Action

INFORMATIONAL WRITING:  EDITORIAL (LETTER) 

    Key Ideas and Details 

 Fact vs. Opinion

 Persuasive Techniques

strengthen it. 

RI.9-10.1 I can analyze a text to make inferences and provide evidence      of how an author uses 
details to support key ideas. 

 RI.9-10.4 I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they      are used in a text. 

RI.9-10.6. I can list details or examples of point of view or cultural experience. 

RI.9-10.9. I can compare/contrast the treatment of similar themes or topics from two or more 
independent/different texts. 

SL.9-10.1 

a) I can come prepared with key points and evidence to contribute to a discussion and stimulate
a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

b) I can work with peers to define the rules and roles necessary for discussions and decision-
making.

c) I can participate in a discussion by asking questions that connect the ideas of several
speakers, responding to questions, and elaborating on my own ideas of others to propel the
discussion.

d) I can respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives presented in a discussion, integrate them
with my own when appropriate, and justify my own views based on evidence introduced by
others.
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 Logical/Ethical/Emotional Appeal

 Expert Opinion

 Propaganda Techniques

 Bandwagon

 Testimonial

 Author’s Argument

 Supporting Details/Reasons

UNIT 3: 
LITERARY READING:  NOVEL STUDY/ SHORT STORIES 
TRIMESTER:  4 WEEKS     SEMESTER:  6 WEEKS 

   Key Ideas and Details 

 Plot

 Characterization

 Setting

 Theme

 Inference/Generalization

 Irony

 Figurative Language

 Author’s Purpose

 Conflict (Internal, External)

 Tone

W.9-10.1.

a) I can analyze credible topics or texts to determine claims and counterclaims of a
controversial issue.

b) I can choose a side of the argument and identify claims that support my choice and claims
that oppose my choice.

c-e) I can present my argument in a formal style that includes an introduction, supporting
details with transitions that create cohesion and clarify relationships, and provide a concluding
statement/paragraph that supports my argument.

W.9-10.4 I can identify the form of writing that is most appropriate for my task, purpose, and
audience.

W.9-10.5 I can recognize how to make changes to (revise) my writing in order to develop and
strengthen it.

W.9-10.7 I can conduct research to answer a question or solve a problem.

W.9-10.8 I can identifyand use credible print and electronic sources without plagiarizing.

W.9-10.9 I can make judgments/conclusions based upon information read in a text.

RI.9-10.1 I can analyze a text to make inferences and provide evidence      of how an author uses 
details to support key ideas. 

RI.9-10.2. I can interpret how the text supports key ideas or themes with specific details. 

RI.9-10.3. I can analyze how characters develop through their interactions with others. 

RI.9-10.4. I can identify words that impact meaning and tone. 

RI.9-10.5. I can identify the order of events (how things unfold) within my text that creates a 
specific effect such as tension or surprise. 
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 Mood

 Style

 Voice

 Dialect

 Exposition

 Jargon

 Imagery

 Comprehension Skills

UNIT 4: 

INFORMATIONAL READING:  PROCEDURES AND DOCUMENTS 

TRIMESTER:  3 WEEKS     SEMESTER:  4.5 WEEKS 
Key Ideas and Details 

 Text Features

 Transistions

 Procedural Steps

 Organizational Patterns

 Transitional Elements

 MLA Format

**END OF TRIMESTER 1—COMMON ASSESSMENT OVER LITERARY 
ELEMENTS 

TRIMESTER 2: 

RI.9-10.6. I can list details or examples of point of view or cultural experience. 

RL.9-10.7 I can explain why an author/artist chose a particular form to represent a subject. 

RI.9-10.10. I can read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at the 
high end of grade 9 text complexity. 

L.9-10.5
a) I can recognize and understand the meaning of figurative language. (e.g., euphemism,
oxymoron)
b) I can recognize and understand nuances/slight degree of difference in word meanings. Ex:
shade/cloud

RI.9-10.1 I can analyze a text to make inferences and provide evidence      of how an author uses 
details to support key ideas. 

RI.9-10.2. I can interpret how the text supports key ideas or themes with specific details. 

RI.9-10.3. I can analyze how characters develop through their interactions with others. 
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UNIT 1: 

INFORMATIONAL READING:  NARRATIVES/ MEMOIRS (EX. Night by Elie 
Wiesel) 

TRIMESTER:  3 WEEKS     SEMESTER:  4.5 WEEKS 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING:  NARRATIVE/ DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY/ MEMOIR/ ON-
DEMAND 

      Key Ideas and Details 

 Plot Line

 Dialogue

 Reflection

 Events

 Characters

RI.9-10.1 I can analyze a text to make inferences and provide evidence      of how an author uses 
details to support key ideas. 

RI.9-10.2. I can interpret how the text supports key ideas or themes with specific details. 

RI.9-10.3. I can analyze how characters develop through their interactions with others. 

RI.9-10.4. I can identify words that impact meaning and tone. 

RI.9-10.5. I can identify the order of events (how things unfold) within my text that creates a 
specific effect such as tension or surprise. 

RI.9-10.6. I can list details or examples of point of view or cultural experience. 

RI.9-10.10. I can read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at the 
high end of grade 9 text complexity. 

L.9-10.5
a) I can recognize and understand the meaning of figurative language. (e.g., euphemism,
oxymoron)
b) I can recognize and understand nuances/slight degree of difference in word meanings. Ex:
shade/cloud

W.9-10.2 (a, b, d, e)
a) I can determine appropriate formatting, graphics, multimedia to aid comprehension in my
writing.
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 Setting

 Answer research questions

 Assess problems and solutions

 Clarify meaning

 Define terms and concepts

 Describe processes

 Examine relationships such as cause and effect

 Interview sources

 Offer directions or instructions

 Recount personal or historical events

 Relate knowledge

 Report facts and hypotheses

 Summarize information and ideas

UNIT 2: 

LITERARY READING:  POETRY AND DRAMA (Romeo and Juliet) 

TRIMESTER:  3 WEEKS     SEMESTER:  4.5 WEEKS 
    Key Ideas and Details 

 Setting

 Characterization

 Acts

 Scenes

 Narrator

 Stage Directions

b) I can write informative/explanatory text which demonstrates clear and accurate information.
d) I can use precise language and Doman-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the
topic.
e) I can establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms
and conventions of my specific writing.

W.9-10.3

a) I can engage the reader with a problem, situation, or observation and introduce a narrator
and/or characters.

b) I can use techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines
to develop experiences, events, and characters.

c) I can use a variety of techniques to logically sequence and connect events.

d) I can use precise, descriptive, and sensory language to develop vivid images of experiences,
events, settings, and/or characters.

W.9-10.4 I can identify the form of writing that is most appropriate for my task, purpose, and
audience.

W.9-10.6 I can use technology to produce a product with continually updated information.

SL.9-10.2 I can integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media (such as 
video, text, internet sources)  and formats (e.g., visually and orally) and evaluate the credibility 
and accuracy of each source. 

SL.9-10.5 I can evaluate the usefulness of digital media in presentations to add interest to my 
understanding of my findings. 

RI.9-10.1 I can analyze a text to make inferences and provide evidence      of how an author uses 
details to support key ideas. 

RI.9-10.2. I can interpret how the text supports key ideas or themes with specific details. 

RI.9-10.3. I can analyze how characters develop through their interactions with others. 

RI.9-10.4. I can identify words that impact meaning and tone. 

RI.9-10.5. I can identify the order of events (how things unfold) within my text that creates a 
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 Props

 Rising Action

 Climax

 Falling Action

 Problem/Resolution

 Soliloquy

 Monologue

 Aside

 Conflict (internal, external)

 Theme

 Point of View

 Form

 Rhyme Scheme

 Alliteration

 Figurative Language

 Simile

 Metaphor

 Personification

 Onomatopoeia

 Rich/Precise Language

 Descriptive Language

 Stanzas

specific effect such as tension or surprise. 

RI.9-10.6. I can list details or examples of point of view or cultural experience. 

RI.9-10.9. I can compare/contrast the treatment of similar themes or topics from two or more 
independent/different texts. 

RI.9-10.10. I can read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at the 
high end of grade 9 text complexity. 

L.9-10.5
a) I can recognize and understand the meaning of figurative language. (e.g., euphemism,
oxymoron)
b) I can recognize and understand nuances/slight degree of difference in word meanings. Ex:
shade/cloud
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 Line Breaks

 Tone/Mood

 Voice

 Theme

 Imagery

 Sensory Details

UNIT 3: 

INFORMATIONAL READING:  PERSUASION 

TRIMESTER:  3 WEEKS     SEMESTER:  4.5 WEEKS 
    Key Ideas and Details 

 Fact vs. Opinion

 Loaded Words

 Effective Leads

 Persuasive Techniques

 Logical/Ethical/Emotional Appeal

 Expert Opinion

 Repetition

 Rhetorical Questions

 Propaganda Techniques

 Bandwagon

 Testimonial

 Author’s Argument

 Supporting Details/Reasons

RI.9-10.1 I can analyze a text to make inferences and provide evidence      of how an author uses 
details to support key ideas. 

RI.9-10.2. I can interpret how the text supports key ideas or themes with specific details. 

RI.9-10.6. I can list details or examples of point of view or cultural experience. 

RL.9-10.7 I can explain why an author/artist chose a particular form to represent a subject. 

RI.9-10.9. I can compare/contrast the treatment of similar themes or topics from two or more 
independent/different texts. 

RI.9-10.10. I can read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at the 
high end of grade 9 text complexity. 
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 Call To Action

INFORMATIONAL WRITING:  SPEECH (ON-DEMAND)    

Key Ideas and Details 

 Topic

 Format

 Audience

 Voice

 Tone

 Idea Development

 Supporting Details/Reasons

 Transitional Features

 Persuasive Techniques

 Logical/Ethical/Emotional    Appeal 

 Propaganda Techniques

 Testimonial

 Author’s Argument

 Call To Action

W.9-10.1.

a) I can analyze credible topics or texts to determine claims and counterclaims of a
controversial issue. 

b) I can choose a side of the argument and identify claims that support my choice and claims
that oppose my choice. 

c-e) I can present my argument in a formal style that includes an introduction, supporting
details with transitions that create cohesion and clarify relationships, and provide a concluding
statement/paragraph that supports my argument.

W.9-10.4 I can identify the form of writing that is most appropriate for my task, purpose, and
audience.

W.9-10.5 I can recognize how to make changes to (revise) my writing in order to develop and
strengthen it.

W.9-10.7 I can conduct research to answer a question or solve a problem.

W.9-10.8 I can identifyand use credible print and electronic sources without plagiarizing.

W.9-10.9 I can make judgments/conclusions based upon information read in a text.

SL.9-10.1 

a) I can come prepared with key points and evidence to contribute to a discussion and stimulate
a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

b) I can work with peers to define the rules and roles necessary for discussions and decision-
making.

c) I can participate in a discussion by asking questions that connect the ideas of several
speakers, responding to questions, and elaborating on my own ideas of others to propel the
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UNIT 4: 

LITERARY READING:  NOVEL (ex. Speak) for character analysis/ book 
project, etc. 

TRIMESTER:  3 WEEKS     SEMESTER:  4.5 WEEKS 
Key Ideas and Details 

 Plot

 Characterization

 Setting

 Theme

 Inference/Generalization

 Irony

 Figurative Language

 Author’s Purpose

 Conflict (Internal, External)

 Tone

discussion. 

d) I can respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives presented in a discussion, integrate them
with my own when appropriate, and justify my own views based on evidence introduced by
others.

SL9-10.3 I can define and identify exaggerated evidence. 

SL9-10.4 I can clearly, efficiently and logically present information, findings, supporting 
evidence. 

SL.9-10.5 I can evaluate the usefulness of digital media in presentations to add interest to the 
understanding of my findings. 

SL9-10.6 I can distinguish between formal and informal speech. 

L9-10.3 I can write and edit a piece of writing for a specific style. 

RI.9-10.1 I can analyze a text to make inferences and provide evidence      of how an author uses 
details to support key ideas. 

RI.9-10.2. I can interpret how the text supports key ideas or themes with specific details. 

RI.9-10.3. I can analyze how characters develop through their interactions with others. 

RI.9-10.4. I can identify words that impact meaning and tone. 

RI.9-10.5. I can identify the order of events (how things unfold) within my text that creates a 
specific effect such as tension or surprise. 

RL.9-10.7 I can explain why an author/artist chose a particular form to represent a subject. 

RI.9-10.10. I can read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at the 
high end of grade 9 text complexity. 

L.9-10.5
a) I can recognize and understand the meaning of figurative language. (e.g., euphemism,
oxymoron)
b) I can recognize and understand nuances/slight degree of difference in word meanings. Ex:
shade/cloud
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 Mood

 Style

 Voice

 Dialect

 Exposition

 Jargon

 Imagery

 Comprehension Skills


